
SSCRC Food Pantry News 

What’s Happening? 
Here are a few facts, praises, and prayer requests from the Food Pantry:  

 The food pantry has been busy so far this year! In 2018, we averaged 75 households per month. In the 

first four months of 2019, we are averaging 87 households. Please thank God that we can respond to 

the needs of the community, and pray that God will continue to provide the food that we need to do 

this work. Lately, the CAFB has been low on staple foods, which can make it hard to get the foods that 

we need. Pray that the CAFB will get the donations necessary to sustain the work they do in the region.  

 In January we received a $2,000 grant from ShopRite to support the work of the food pantry. This 

funding is provided in the form of a credit being held for us at the CAFB. We are grateful for this 

funding, as it will help us keep up with the increased number of participants and help with any increases 

in food costs associated with the low stock of food at the CAFB.  

 In February, through a new arrangement with Manna, we began distributing frozen meat. Manna 

delivers 200 lbs. of meat just before our distribution starts. We store the meat in coolers and the church 

freezer, and are able to hand it out quickly. The meat is free, and Manna provides the volunteer to 

deliver the meat. We couldn't be happier with how this arrangement is working. Please thank God for 

this new resource! 

 The Hygiene Project was blessed by very generous donations from Washington Christian Academy in 

January and Forcey Christian School in March. We were also able to purchase a variety of hygiene items 

from the CAFB. At 19¢ per pound, it is a very economical way to purchase lotion, body wash, and 

shampoo. 

Mission Statement 
In coordination with council and along with our church’s newly adopted kingdom concept, the food 

pantry has adopted a mission statement. This statement helps focus the work of the food pantry, 

and will proclaim our aim and purpose to those who see it.   

The SSCRC Food Pantry aims to reduce food insecurity in our community in an environment that 

encourages relationships among food pantry participants, volunteers, the congregation, and the 

broader community. We aim to do this in a way that recognizes that God created us as individuals 

and as a church to live in community and to bring the justice, mercy, and shalom of God to our 

community with the help of the Holy Spirit.  
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Opportunities to Serve 
To improve our Food Pantry Ministry we are hoping to add two elements as regularly as possible:  

 Prayer partners. We would like to have a volunteer available to pray with participants. If we have a 

volunteer, we will let participants know and provide a private place for prayer, most likely in the library. 

 Hospitality table. At Christmas the last two years, we set up a table outside and served hot chocolate. 

This simple gesture opened up new opportunities to conversations and interactions among everyone at 

the food pantry, including volunteers and participants. We’d like to encourage these conversations and 

relationships by hosting this table more regularly. We plan to add this table when weather and 

volunteer availability permit. Pray that it will be a successful way of developing deeper relationships and 

stronger community. 

You are also invited to support the food pantry in any of the following ways.  

 Become a driver! We need people who are able to drive to the CAFB on the morning of the food pantry 

to pick up food. We have a great group who has been helping with this, but we anticipate some changes 

to availability in the fall. Summer would be a great time to try it out and see if it is something you would 

like to do more regularly. 

 Volunteer at a food distribution. We have a great group of regular volunteers, and they will tell you that 

volunteering at the food pantry is a fun and rewarding experience. If you haven’t joined us before, or 

can’t come regularly, that’s ok. 

 Organize a drive. Set up a food drive or hygiene drive with your employer or community group. We can 

provide you with a list of needed items, flyers, and any other support to help make it easy for you. 

 Help at Kemp Mill Community Day. Volunteer to help staff our church table at the Kemp Mill 

Community Day on Sunday, June 2 from 

noon—4 pm. We’ll be collecting food and 

hygiene items, advertising other church 

programs, and offering a few fun activities to 

draw people over to our table. 

 Pray! Pray at any time for the food pantry, the 

people we serve, and other food assistance 

programs in Montgomery County. 

If you are interested in any of these opportunities 

and would like more information, please contact 

Jennifer Renkema (foodpantry@sscrc.org or 301-

284-8401).  
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Christmas Hospitality Table. The kids hung up a sign proclaiming: 

“God’s love is free, and so is this hot chocolate!” 


