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the Mothers of 

Preschoolers (MOPS) 

group at Forcey Bible 

Church, and St. Andrew 

Apostle Church.  

It has been encouraging 

to see so much 

community support for 

this project and to have 

our members help 

identify new 

partnerships. If you 

have additional 

partnership ideas, 

please let me (Jennifer 

Renkema) know. 

In August 2017 SSCRC 

received a grant from the 

CRC’s Sustaining 

Congregational 

Excellence program to 

add hygiene products to 

our monthly food pantry 

distribution. Such items 

are costly but not as 

widely available as food 

assistance. Providing 

hygiene products 

addresses a basic need 

and allows a household 

to redirect financial 

resources to other areas.  

To kick off our project 

last fall, we held a focus 

group with ten 

participants. The group 

generated a list of six 

products that it thought 

would be most useful. 

We followed up the 

focus group with a 

survey of other 

participants during a 

food pantry distribution. 

We found that the most 

desired items were 

toothpaste, toilet paper, 

and laundry detergent.  

 

We had not even 

considered laundry 

detergent before the 

focus group and survey. 

It was a great illustration 

of how important it was 

to ask for our 

participants’ input. 

We’ve now been 

distributing hygiene 

items for eight months. 

From October - January 

all of the products were 

supported by the grant. 

Since then we have had 

community partners 

supply most of the 

hygiene products. Our 

partners so far have been 

Forcey Christian School, 

Northwood High School, 

New Database for  

Food Pantry 

A big thank you to Alex 

Wallish for designing a 

database for the food pantry. 

We piloted the database last 

fall, and have been using it for 

all of our records in 2018. The 

databased has streamlined our 

check in process and is saving 

hours of work that was 

previously needed to input 

data, generate monthly 

reports, and manually file 

intake cards. With the 

database in place, data that we 

need for ordering food for the 

next month are available 

immediately, and we can 

easily see who came to the 

pantry each month. 

June 2018 

In February Forcey Christian School “Shared God’s 

Love” by collecting hygiene items for the SSCRC food 

 
Households receive a minimum of 

three hygiene items each month.  



 

Voter Outreach 
 

In May we had a guest from 

Maryland Disability Rights who 

came to do voter outreach before 

the primary elections in June. 

Several people received 

applications for absentee voting, 

especially seniors who said that 

this would make it easier for them 

to vote. We hope to have 

Maryland Disability Rights come 

again in the fall before the general 

election.  

Making Connections 
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bilingual services to best serve our 

many Spanish-speaking participants. 

In May one of the workers returned 

and another worker came with her. 

They were enthusiastic and spent 

time walking around the sanctuary 

talking with participants. People 

opened up to them, telling them 

about their various need. 

Before they left, we learned that the 

new outreach workers used to attend 

worship services here with Pastor 

Elmer of the Strong Tower 

Ministries congregation. She was 

excited to be back, and hopes to 

return in future months. What a 

blessing to have someone with this 

connection be sent as an outreach 

worker to our food pantry! 

On each distribution day, our food 

pantry participants wait patiently 

for their turn to shop for their food. 

For many of them, this means up 

to an hour of wait time. Some sit 

quietly and others chat with each 

other. We set up a table with 

recipes and with information about 

other community resources, and 

we have a water station. Still, it 

has always seemed that we could 

do more to use this time to connect 

participants with other assistance. 

For the last year, I have been 

attending monthly meetings of 

other food assistance providers. 

Through a presentation in 

February,  I met a woman who 

works with the Montgomery 

County Neighborhood Opportunity 

Network. She and her colleagues 

are able to help households start 

applications for SNAP benefits. 

SNAP stands for Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program, and 

is often referred to by its old name 

-  food stamps. Some families are 

not aware that they may be eligible 

for this assistance, and others just 

need to get over the barrier of 

starting the application process.  

In March and April Neighborhood 

Opportunity Network staff set up 

in the church library to do outreach 

to our food pantry participants. A 

few participants started SNAP 

applications, and others learned 

about other county programs that 

might be helpful to them. The 

outreach staff were able to offer 

Beyond the Pantry 

Besides the many ways to volunteer to serve the food pantry, our 

members have had new opportunities to serve in the last month.  

 A few weeks ago, Pat Bushouse dropped a member of the Arcola 

Towers Bible study off at a bus stop. Standing at the stop were two 

other regular food pantry participants. They asked Pat for a ride to 

the metro, and she gladly obliged. Because of their regular 

interactions at the pantry, Pat and the participants mutually trusted 

each other, leading to neighborliness and community. 

 In May we started a hunger policy email group. The aim of the 

group is to help people become aware of hunger related policies 

on the national, state, and local level so that they can take action if 

they choose, responding to our Biblical call to justice in another 

way. The group is always open to new participants - just send an 

email to foodpantry@sscrc to be added to the group. 


